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CLINICS, 
HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Fractures of the Thigh in Old People.— 
There were two cases, a short time back, 
in the Royal Free Hospital, of fracture of 
the neck of the femur, internal to the cap- 
sule, which attracted our attention, both in 
elderly women, one of whom was the nurse 
of one of the male wards, aged fifty-seven, 
who slipped and fell on her left side with 
much force, and broke the neck of the 
femur, of which she exhibited the usual 
symptoms, Mr. Cooke had the limb put 
upon a double inclined plane, and she was 
kept quiet for six weeks. On the seventh 
week, she wasallowed to walk with crutches, 
and in a little time after got on without 
them; and, on examination, not the slightest 
difference could be traced between the two 
limbs. Complete union had satisfactorily 
occurred, of a bony character, as there was 
no shortening, and. the various motions of 
the limb were perfect. The second case, 











also under Mr, Cooke’s care, was in a 
woman, aged sixty-three, who was feeble 
and infirm, and who fractured the neck of 
the femur by’slipping off the curbstone— 
the manner in which it very commonly 
occurs in old people. The symptoms of 
fracture were more marked than in the 
other case, the shortening being greater, 
and the crepitus very distinct. The limb 
was put up in a Liston’s splint, and a liberal 
allowance of wine and diet was ordered. 
No union occurred here, as in the first in- 
stance, and she wae ultimately discharged 
without the power of using the limb at all, 
as-is not uncommonly the case. As all 
surgeéns know, bony union very seldom 
occurs in these cases, the majority of them 
uniting by ligament, or, as in the older of 
the two patients, not at all. That is the 
reaeon why it :is recommended not to put 
these cases in splints. With regard to the 
first, the fracture was believed to be partly 
within and partly without the capsule, and 
hence its satisfactory. result. The symp- 
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toms also in her were those of slight dis- 
placement. 

Tt does not always follow that because a 
patient is very old, union of the broken 
bones will not occur. We saw a man, 
eighty-four years of age, in University 
College Hospital, in April last, under Mr. 
Erichsen’s care, who broke his thigh bone 
two inches below the trochanter, and union 
hed occurred under the use of long splints 
for a few days at first, and then the starch 
bandages. The fracture arose from a fall, 
and our wonder is that the neck of the 
bone did not break; but the violence was 
most probably direct.—Lancet, Aug. 1, 1857. 


An Effort to Prevent Tibial Disease ez- 
tending to the Knee—There can be no 
doubt, as we have often pointed out, that a 
well directed effort, timely made, will some- 
times prevent the extension of diseased 
action to a neighbouring articulation, and 
this is the more necessary when it exists in 
the .vicinity of such an important joint as 
the knee. An example of the kind came 
under our notice at Guy’s Hospital on the 
14th of July, of a young and healthy man, 
who received a blow at the inner sidé of 
his right knee last Christmas, its force’ be- 
ing exerted upon the inner side of the right 
tibia. ‘The bone has been constantly pain- 
ful ever since, and has resisted all treatment 
the joint itself being perfectly healthy. But 
there can be no doubt whatever in the mind 
of any surgeon, that it is most likely to 
become implicated in a short time from ex- 
tension of the diséase in the tibia, and en- 
tertaining this view, Mr. Cock made an 
opening in the skin, a little lower down the 
tibia, and with a small trephine removed 
some bone close to the’ affected ‘and partly 
carious spot, the seat of pain. The dis- 
charge which will ensue will have the ef- 
fect of drawing the disease downwards, and 
in this manner effect a cure, as through this 
opening the crumbly and loose fragments of 
bone which will become disintegrated will 
be sure to pass. This plan of treatment 
has really proved most effectual of late, nu- 
merous records of cases ‘appearing in our 
‘*Mirror” from several of the hospitals. 
Blisters and counter- irritation may do very 
well for a little time, but eventually some- 
thing more important is required. Tre- 
phining the bone and removal of the disease 
by suppuration afford a means of perma- 
nent cure.— Lancet, Aug. 1, 1857. 
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Elephantiasis of the Mamme.—M. Rous: 
seau gives the following in the Revue de 
Thérapeutique Médico-Chirurgicale, 1856: 
C. Bayard, aged twenty-eight, of strong 
make, fair, and of a lymphatico-sanguine 
temperament, has had very large breasts 
since puberty ; her sisters and first cousins 
present a similar development. One of the 
sisters noticed a considerable enlargement 
of her breasts during pregnancy, but they 
returned to the ordinary size after her con- 
finement. The present patient began to 
menstruate at fifteen, and even at that time 
the breasts were so large that remarks were 
made, although she strove to conceal the 
fact. She married, and menstruated for 
the last time in March, 1856, so that she 
was considered pregnant, But at’ that 
period the patient was attacked with typhoid 
fever, in the course of which the breasts 
enlarged in an extraordinary manner, and 
have ever since taken further development. 
The poor woman is at the present time 
obliged to be constantly reclining, as, on 
account of thesize and weight of the breasts, 
she can neither stand nor sit. Each breast 
is twenty-four inches long, and thirty inches 
in circumference; the skin is thick, but of 
the normal colour, and the follicles are very 
large. On handling the mass, it is found 
of a spongy character, without infiltration 
or edema. The left breast has no nipple; 
the latter had been invaded by an excres- 
cence, and both were cut off together. The 
right ‘nipple presents a hard and blackish 
mass, with a gangrenous smell, and a super- 
ficial and fetid suppuration.:’ The patient’s 
face is thin and pale, the appetite good, the 
voice firm,’ and pulse 86. No remedial 
means have as yet been employed, and the 
hypertrophy seems to be increasing. —Lan- 
cet, Aug. 8, 1857. 

Trephining of the Tibia for Abscess.— 
Cases are now and then met with of a more 
or less constant aching pain in the bones— 
the tibia especially—which resists every 
kind of treatment, and if occurring in pri- 
vate practice, leading the patients to believe 
the surgeon does not understand the ‘true 
nature of the disease. This pain very fre- 
quently may depend upon a deep-seated 
abscess in the osseous structure, and at 
times is associated with great constitutional 
disturbances: But instances are met with 
where an abscess has been suspected, the 








bone trephined, and no pus found; free 
























perfect cure been accomplished. 
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suppuration has, however, followed, and a} the surface of bone, is common to three 


different states, namely, abscess ‘in bone, 


On the 28th of May, a perfectly healthy- } central necrosis, or else to chronic osteitis 


looking boy had the upper and anterior part 
of his tibia trephined, at St. George’s Hos- 
pital, by Mr. H: C. Johnson, for a suspected 
abscess. His general health was good in 
every respect, but about three weeks before 
he was admitted as a patient, his principal 
symptom being extreme pain in the head of 
the tibia, not altogether constant, but very 
severe indeed at night, the disease com- 
mencing five years ago, with pain most of 
that time. The boy described the pain to 
be like that of toothache, and had not had 
any of the constitutional symptoms of the 
formation of abscess, but the’ head of the 
bone was enlarged. A crucial incision was 
made under chloroform, the bone trephined 
to the extent of three-quarters of an inch, 
and the piece of bone withdrawn, on exa- 
mining the deep-seated portion of which 
some erosion was found; and on introduc- 
ing the little finger into the head of the bone 
a distinct cavity was felt, which contained 
a little matter, thus verifying the correct- 
ness of there being an abscess, which must 
have been situated between the epiphysis 
and ‘true bony structure. The hole in the 
bone was plugged with lint; free suppura- 
tion ensued ; it will gradually fill up, and a 
cure, it is hoped, will be accomplished. 

We have: recorded several instances of 
the successful application of the trephine, 
and in two or three no matter was found, 
which did not interfere with the progress of 
cure. There are two or three very inter- 
esting and instructive preparations in the 
museum of St, George’s Hospital, which 
illustrate the subject of trephining bone, 
and are well worthy careful study. The 
profession is greatly indebted -to Sir B. 
Brodie, who, we believe, was the first to 
introduce this excellent mode of practice, 
which has been followed out by many re- 
cent observers.—Lancet; July 18, 1857. 


Limited Central Necrosis.—A healthy 
looking girl, in University College Hospital, 
about nineteen years of age, had suffered 
from enlargement of the middle of the left 
tibia for eight years, with pain more or less 
continuous, but chiefly nocturnal. The 
bone seemed to be treble its natural size, 
and the pain was confined to one spot. 
Such a case as this, Mr. Erichsen remarked, 
with intermitting pain, and a tender spot on 











producing general hypertrophy. A fourth 
condition might be mentioned—-cystic 
osteitis, which is very rare, and of which 
there was an example in this’ hospital on a 
former occasion. In regard to the question 
of diagnosis, it was one of little consequence, 
as the treatment is the same in all—namely, 
perforation of the bone by trephining. He 
thought it was not a circumscribed abscess, 
because it is generally found inthe cancel- 
lous ends of bone ; here the swelling is in 
the shaft: then, again, in circumscribed 
abscess, the bone around is generally sound ; 
it is not so here. Of the other two condi- 
tions, hypertrophy and central necrosis, he 
thonght it would prove the latter, within an 
osseous case. And soit turned out, for on 
removing a piece of bone with the trephine, 
it consisted of the outer shell of new bone, 
which came away quite clean ; then a piece 
of white dry bone, from the interior, which 
was part of a sequestrum, completely filling 
the interior of the limited new shaft. The 
wound was filled with lint and allowed to 
suppurate, and the girl is doing well.— 
Ibid. 

Compound Comminuted: Fracture of the 
Pelvis.—Severe injuries of the pelvis very 
often terminate unfavourably.. We only 
recently recorded two striking examples, 
and this result is sometimes not alone due 
to the injury itself, but to the shock occa- 
sioned by the great violence producing it, 
such as a fall from a height, Now there is 
a case in the Westminster Hospital at this 
moment, under Mr.-Holt’s care, of a work- 
man who was employed at a gas factory, 
who six weeks ago fell from a height on to 
the right side, and sustained a severe frac- 
ture of the ilium of that side, with a large 
open wound, the fracture being of a com- 
minuted character. The whole length of 
the finger could be thrust into the pelvis. 
He had- all the usual accompaniments of 
such a severe injury, and yet when we saw 
him last, on the 9th June, we found him 
convalescent. Mr. Holt, we believe, found 
it necessary to remove one or-two pieces of 
the broken bone; very free supparation 
was established, and now there is a little 
serous oozing from a fistulous opening, 
with for the firet time a little erythematous 
blush on the thigh below the wound, the 
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tissues of which are indurated, That this 
poor man will make a recovery there is no 
doubt; but as to his enjoying permanent 
good health is another question. We 
rather suspect he will be a future sufferer 
from necrosis of the iliac. bone, more espe- 
cially as the deep tissues surrounding it have 
been infiltrated with pus.—Zancet, July 18, 
1857. 


Mr. Skey’s Method of Treating the Ci- 
catrices of Burns.—On the 18th of July 
we had an opportunity of seeing the plan 
adopted by Mr. Skey, at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, for removing the contraction of 
tissues consequent upon a burn. The pa- 
tient was a little girl (Emma B——, aged 
six. years), the front of whose neck. had 
been burnt some years: before, and bad so 
contracted as to produce a number of dis- 
tinct banda, running from above downwards, 
without very great deformity. The con- 
traction resulting from the burn was.treated, 
whilst the girl was under the influence of 
chloroform, by making a numberof short 
_ transverse incisions in various parts of the 
cicatrized tissues, which gaped as they were 
made, This plan Mr. Skey has found 
very efficacious in some eight cases, all of 
which have done very well. It has cer- 
tainly .the advantage over dissecting’ up 
portions of cicatrized skin, in that there is 
no danger nor risk of sloughing—an :acci- 
dent which not unfrequently makes a case 
worse than if nothing whatever had been 
attempted. nt 8 

On a subsequent visit, we found these 
transverse wounds healing well, without 
any appearance of contraction of the cica- 
trix. She. lay upon ‘a: flat: bed, with her 
head. considerably lower than the shoulders, 
and the wounds are dressed with: narrow 
pieces of strapping, so as to approximate 
the ends of a cut ‘to each other—not the 
sides—and lengthen out the old cicatrix as 
much as possible. This plan seems to be 
a most rational one, and we should like to 
see it. more extensively adopted.—Zancet, 
Aug. 15, 1857. 

Purulent Absorption Destroying. the 
Right Leg.—An elderly man, of unhealthy 
aspect, entered St. Mary's Hospital with 
an ulcer of his left leg, which was submitted 
to treatment. A few days after: his admis- 
sion he was seized with difficulty of breath- 
ing, pain in the chest, and all the general 





symptoms of the formation of purulent de- 
posits in the system. Shortly afterwards 
the whole of the right leg and thigh began 
to swell, and no doubt existed but that an 
extensive formation of matter had formed 
in the knee-joint. In the mean time all the 
chest symptoms got better. The matter 
was let out, and large quantities of it con- 
tinued to come away from day to day. Mr. 
Coulson observed that he never saw a 
clearer case of blood-poisoning ; but instead 
of becoming localized in any. internal or- 
gan, it accumulated in the knee-joint. He 
amputated the leg above. the knee some 
inches by the flap operation on the 15th of 
July, and on opening the knee joint it was 
fall of pus, without any great disease of the 
cartilages. The tissues were much infil- 
trated about the thigh, and the muscles 
were of a yellowish-brown unhealthy 
colour, as if in a state of fatty degeneration. 
Mr... Coulson :allowed the flaps to be ex- 
posed to the air for some eight or ten hours, 
they then become glazed over with lymph, 
and. adhered the moment they were brought 
together. Our readers are aware that this 
practice has long been employed by Lan- 
genbeck and others to prevent oozing from 
the stump with good results. This sur- 
geon allows them to remain exposed for 
twenty-four hours at a time. We saw the 
flaps some little time after the patient was 
removed to the ward, and not a drop of 
blood was oozing from them. It will be 
observed that the purulent deposition in this 
case took place in the knee of the leg which 
was not ulcerated.—Jbid. 


Pendulous Fibro-Cellular Tumour of the 
Nose.—The patient was an old man, aged 
77, who had a pyriform, pendulous, fluctu- 
ating tumour, larger than a good-sized 
walnut, hanging from the left side of the 
nose, just above the margin of the nostril. 
The aspect presented in consequence was 
ludicrous in the extreme, a second nose 
appearing, as it were,on viewing the man’s 
lateral aspect, engrafted upon the end of the 
original’ nose. It was attached: by a sort of 
peduncle, and. was. easily removed by Mr. 
Hewett, at St. George’s: Hospital, on the 
28th of May, -without chloroform, — It 
turhed out to be an obstructed sebaceous 
tumour. The sebaceous matter could be 
squeezed out. In one part it contained a 
little fluid; in fact, the cellular tissue was 
cedematous, similar to that in-elephantiasis, 
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associated with hypertrophy of the skin. 
A. preparation in the. museum at St. 
George's, has a number of tumours at- 
tached to the labium of a female. precisely 
analogous to this, which bad been removed 
some years ago by Sir Benjamin Brodie. 
Now, simple as was the operation, it is 
sometimes dangerous from an attack of 
erysipelas, but fortunately there is no ery- 
sipelas in St. George’s at this moment. 
One often sees knotty noses, which are 
shaved off, turn out fatal from erysipelas. 
Mr. Hewett related.a case in point—that of 
a farmer, in whom the removal of a nasal 
tumour caused death.—Lancet, June 20, 
1857. 


Profuse Arterial Hemorrhage in Tapping 
an Ovarian Cyst.—About a fortnight ago, 
in tapping an ovarian cyst, with the inten- 
tion of injecting it. with iodine, an accident 
occurred to Dr. Barnes, at the Metropolitan 
Free Hospital, which is of some interest. 
The woman had been tapped on four pre- 
vious occasions. A full sized trocar was 
used, and was inserted about a hand's 
breadth to the left of the median line, and 
almost close to a former cicatrix. A few 


pints of turbid fluid having escaped, it be- 
came evident that what was flowing was 
almost pure blood. It flowed very freely, 
and at one-time, on moving the canula, a 


distinct jet was perceived. -It was clear 
that an artery of some size had been 
wounded, The woman rapidly becoming 
faint, all idea of going on with the injec- 
tion was abandoned, and attention turned 
to the arrest of the bleeding. A strong 
ligature was attached to a piece of sponge, 
and the Jatter pushed down the trocar, in 
the hope that by drawing it outwards it 
might be made to. compress the vessel and 
plug the wound. The sponge, however, 
unfortunately slipped out on the withdrawal 
of the canula, and the plan thus failed. 
Soon’ after the removal of the canula, the 
bleeding externally ceased, but within a 
few minutes the cellular tissue beneath the 
skin had become distended with blood, and 
a circumecribed fluctuating swelling, the 
size of two fists, had formed. ‘The woman 
was now pale.and faint, and it was just de- 
cided (Mr. Chance and Mr. Hutchinson 
being present) to. cut-down and seek the 
vessel, when it was observed that the swell- 
ing had ceased to increase. Some wine 
was given, and the patient watched (her 
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abdomen exposed to the air) for about an 
hour, when no further bleeding occurring, 
it was resolved not to interfere. The 
bleeding did not recur, and the patient 
slowly recovered from its‘eflects. The ex- 
travasated blood remained fluid, and was 
subsequently evacuated.. Not long ago a 
case in which hemorrhage from tapping 
proved fatal came under our notice. Init 
the bleeding was wholly into the abdomen, 
while in Dr. Barnes’s cage there was no 
reason to think that any took place inter- 
nally, Of course no blame whatever at- 
taches to the operator in such cases.. The 
wonder is that with such an instrument as 
a trocar the accident should ever happen.— 
Med. Times and Gaz., March 7, 1857. 
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Spiritualism.—The sum of five hundred 
dollars was.a short time since offered by 
the Boston Courier to Dr. Gardner, a lead- 
ing spiritualist of Boston, on the condition 
that he would produce before a committee 
of scientific gentlemen, an agent or medium 
who would exhibit any of the peculiar phe- 
nomena ascribed to be of spiritual origin. 

The investigation, has now taken place, 
and the following is the award of the com- 
mittee :— 

‘* The Committee award. that Dr. Gard- 
ner, having failed to produce before them 
an agent or medium who ‘communicated 
a word imparted to the spirits in an adjoin- 
ing room,’ ‘ who read-a word in English 
written inside a book, or folded sheet of 
paper,’ who answered any question ‘ which 
the superior intelligences must be able to 
answer,? who ‘tilted ‘a piano without 
touching it,’ or ‘caused a chair to move'a 
foot ;’.and having failed to exhibit to the 
Committee any phenomenon which under 
the widest latitude of interpretation could 
be regarded as equivalent to either of these 
proposed tests, or any phenomenon which 
required for its production, or. in any man- 
ner indicated a force which could technically 
be denominated spiritual, or which was 
hitherto unknown to science, or a phenome- 
non of which the cause was not palpable to 
the Committee, is therefore not entitled to 
claim from the Boston Courier the proposed 
premium of five hundred dollars. 



























‘Tt is the opinion of the Committee, de- 
rived from observation, that any connection 
with spiritualistic circles, socalled, corrupts 
the morals and degrades the intellect. 
-They therefore deem it their solemn duty 
to warn the community against this con- 
taminating influence, which surely tends to 
lessen the truth of man and the’ purity of 
woman. 

‘« The Committee will publish a report of 
their proceedings, together with the results 
of additional investigations and other evi- 
dence independent of the special case sub- 
‘mitted to them, but bearing upon the subject 
of this stupendous delusion. 

Bensamin Prerce, Chairman, 
B. A. Goutp, Jr., 
L. Agassiz, 
E. N. Horsrorp. 
Cambridge, June 29, 1857.""' 


Progress of Quackery.—The Board of 
Governors of Bellevue Hospital, New 
York, at their meeting of the 4th of August 
last passed the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That it be referred to a special 
committee to report upon the propriety of 
80 amending the law organizing the Belle- 
vue Hospital Medical Department as to 
provide that one half of such institution 
shall be set apart for the practice of homco- 
pathy, under the care of a medical board 
nominated by the Homa@opathic Society of 
New York, and that each case admitted in 
said hospital be transferred to the care of 
the allopathic and homeopathic department 
alternately. 

Verily these sapient and erudite govern- 
ors must have just awakened from a nap in 
Sleepy Hollow, to propose at this day, as 
an amendment, such an alteration of existing 
regulations. 

The Board of Health and the Mayor of 
Chicago have appointed two boards of 
medical attendants for the new city hos- 
pitals, one board of physicians and the 
other of Homeopaths, each to have sepa- 
rate wards.’ The respectable board of phy- 
sicians appointed, among which was Dr. 
N. S. Davis, with a true appreciation of 
the insult offered to the profession by this 
proposed arrangement declined having any- 
thing to do with the hospital as thus organ- 
ized. 

Conviction of a Homeopathic Practitioner 

for Procuring Abortion.— Dr. Aveustvs P. 
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Brseier, a homeopathic practitioner of 
considerable note in Rochester, was con- 
victed, on trial in the Superior Court of 
Buffalo, of manslaughter in the second de- 
gtee, in procuring an abortion on the person 
of Amelia Murr, resulting in the death of 
both mother and child ; and has been sen. 
tenced to confinement at hard labour in the 
State prison at Auburn for the term of seven 
years, 

A report of the trial is given in the 
Buffalo Med. Journ. for June last. 


Prize of the Mass. Medical Society.— 
The Massachusetts Medical Society offer 
the sum of one hundred dollars for the best 
dissertation adjudged worthy of a prize on 
the following theme, viz: ‘‘To what af. 
fections of the lungs does bronchitis give 
origin?’’? The above is open to physicians 
of every country. Each dissertation should 
be designated by a motto, and accompanied 
by an envelop, superscribed with the motto, 
and containing the writer’s name and ad- 
dress. The sealed packet, accompanying 
the successful dissertation, will be broken 
and the author’s name ‘announced at the 
annual meeting of the Society in May, 
1858, : 

Dissertations for the above prize must be 
sent (post paid) to the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Dr. Benj. E. Cotting, Roxbury, 
Mass., on or before April 15, 1858. 


The Physician's Visiting List, Diary, 
and Book of Engagements, for 1858.— 
Messrs. Lindsay and Blakiston have just 
issued this valuable aid to the practitioner. 
Commendation of its utility to those who 
have used it is unnecessary, but those who 
have not done so will we are sure thank us 
for urging it upon their attention. 
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Secret Remedies. —No remedy of a secret 
character, coming from whatever quarter it 
may, is entitled in any way to the slightest 
consideration .of legitimate practitioners of 
medicine. If an experimenter is honest in 
his offers to. submit to the scrutiny of those 
who observe his proceedings, it is due to 
those who are witnesses of his performances 
that he should act with the most perfect 








candour.in every particular. If this be re- 
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fused, we contend that no just conclusion 
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Chloroform in Sea Sickness.—Dr. Wu. 


can be arrived at, and that the door is opened } Henperson writes to the editor of the Lan- 
to the most dangerous of all quackeries. It; cet that he has lately had an. opportunity of 


has been said that the worst of all tyranny 
is that which is. worked with the machinery 
of freedom., It is equally true that the worst 


) 


testing this remedy in his own person, and 
he states ;— 
‘* At its commencement, chloroform will 


of all quackery is that which seeks for sup- ! neither prevent nor alleviate sea-sickness ; 


port from legitimate medicine. Our com- 
ments upon secret remedies have been 
founded on this conviction. The practice of 
medicine is an honourable and humane call- 
ing, having for its object the relief and cure 
of disease, All the great men whose names 
have done honour to.the profession, have 
given to the world their experience and 
discoveries with a noble and disinterested 
philanthropy. Had it been otherwise, the 
great benefactors of mankind would now be 
regarded as impostors who sought to grow 
rich upon the sufferings of their fellow- 
creatures. We believe that Dr. Ogle was 
actuated by sincere and honourable motives 
in lending the sanction of his respectable 
name to the use of a secret remedy, and 
regret that he is at present unable to see 
the error which he has committed. We 
have no wish to be dogmatic, upon this or 
any other subject. As the guardians of the 
honour of the profession, we have thought 
it our duty to criticize with some severity 
the error in question. He is not satisfied 
with the strict justice of our remarks; but 
surely he will be open to conviction if the 
verdict of the profession, to a man, be 
against him. Unfortunately there is no 
court of honour to which in this country an 
appeal can be made. But if a jury were 
chosen of any twelve competent men, 
selected from any class or from any part of 
the kingdom, no one at all acquainted with 
the feelings of the profession respecting 
secret remedies could for one moment doubt 
what the verdict would be. The question 
of quackery is not to be discussed by an 
appeal to the status of the offender. Be he 
qualified or be he not, the moment that he 
employs a secret remedy is the period of 
time in which: he separates himself from 
respectable and conscientious men. The 
questions relating to the honourable pursuit 
of medicine must be discussed upon broad 
and distinct principles. Once admit special 
pleading and subtle arguments into the dis- 
pute, and you make it one of pettifogging 
law, instead of a simple question of honour 
and justice, —Zancet, July 15, 1857. 





but after the stomach has been freely 
emptied, and that most distressing stage of 
the complaint, dry retching, has supervened, 
then from ten to fifteen drops by measure, 
given on a small piece of sugar, and when 
passed into the mouth, cold water imbibed 
by little and little so as to facilitate the 
melting of the sugar and dilution of the 
chloroform, the transition from a state of 
extreme suffering to one of quiescence and 
comfort will be instantaneous and complete. 
If the patient will now maintain the recum- 
bent position, and take only small portions 
of food or drink at one time, he will con- 
tinue to enjoy comfort; and should the 
retching return, the same remedy will be 
found equally effectual. 

“The quantity of chloroform I have 
mentioned is for adults. For children, from 
five to eight drops will be sufficient. My 
reason for preferring sugar as a medium is, 
that when water is used, the chloroform, 
from its specific gravity, falls into the mouth 
with the last drop of the water, and causes 
an unpleasant sensation in the mouth and 
throat. By giving it as I have directed, 
this is obviated. I need scarcely add that 
chloroform: so administered cannot injure 
the most delicate organization. In giving 
chloroform, a drop measure should be used 
to prevent an overdose.’’—TIbid. 


The Ecraseur.—Although still employed 
occasionally by some:surgeons, the écraseur 
appears to be rapidly falling into disuse in 
London. Though by no means warm ad- 
mirers of the instrument, we almost fear 
that it is being discarded somewhat pre- 
maturely, the trial given having not been 
quite a fair one. From Paris we still hear 
reports of its very extensive employment, 
and of its being deemed one of the most 
valuable of modern improvements, ‘That 
its uee‘there has been too indiscriminate, 
and that its recommendation for some really 
absurd purposes has tended much to damage 
its English reputation, there can be no doubt. 
Still, however, we have the fact fairly 
proved, that without risking either slough- 
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ing of the wound, tetanus, or other ill con- 
sequence in a greater degree than when the 
knife is used, tumours, etc., of great vascu- 
larity may be removed without hemorrhage. 
That there are cases in which the effecting 
of this is of the greatest importance, no 
surgeon will doubt. In a certain number of 
selected instances, therefore, the écraseur 
may fairly be expected to enable us to re- 
move tumours, etc, which otherwise it 
would be imprudent to meddle with. It 
maybe interesting to observe that in Paris 
imany surgeons have discarded ‘the chain 
altogether, and employ only a cord. The 
latter is believed to.cut with less contusion 
than the chain. It should be a soft cord of 
strong hemp, and not nearly so tightly 
twisted as whipcord. An instrument with 
a screw is also very preferable to one with 
a lever handle, Strong wire has been used 
with advantage in America.—Med. Times 
and Gazette, July 25, 1857. 

Detection by Etherization of Feigned 
Idiotcy.—Etherization has been resorted to 
in Belgium as a means of acquiring judicial 
information, Afier a considerable robbery 
committed at Brussels in November last; 
two-men, named Lorch and Daubner, were 
arrested and brought to trial. The former 
was condemned to hard labour for life; but 
in consequence of the latter pretending to 
be dumb and idiotic, his trial was postponed, 
in order that a medical investigation should 
take place. It was found impossible to get 
even a sign of intelligence from him. As 
it was, however, known that he was not 
born dumb, and that he had spoken, when 
he said that he could speak no language 
but German, he was etherized, and while 
labouring under the effect of that applica- 
tion, ‘he spoke perfectly, and in French. 
He was in consequence again brought be- 
fore the tribunal, and condemned to ten 
years’ hard labour.—British Med. Journ., 
Aug. 1, 1857. 

Statue to Bichat.—The inauguration of 
the statue of the celebrated anatomist and 
physiologist, Bichat, took place in Paris on 
July 17th, with great éclat. The Minister 
of Police Instruction presided ; and speeches, 
eulogistic of the life and labours of Bichat, 
were delivered by the President, by M. 
Amedée Latour, Baron Larrey, M. Serres, 
and M. Paul Dubois. The statue, which 
is in bronze, is the work of the celebrated 
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sculptor David, Bichat is represented, in 
the costume of the time of the consulate, 
atanding in an attitude of meditation. His 
arms are folded across hie chest. The 
right hand holds a pen; from the left falls 
a roll, on which are written the names of 
his great works—De la Vie et de la Mort, 
and Anatomie Générale. At his feet, and 
behind, lies, half covered, a subject pre- 
pared for dissection. The pedestal of mar- 
ble on which the statue rests bears the fol- 
lowing simple inscription: ‘‘A Xavier 
Bichat: le Congrés Médical de France de 
1845.""—Brit. Med. Journ., July 25, 1857. 

Twelvemonths’ Incubation of a Vaccine 
Pustule.—M. Buacusz mentioned, at a late 
meeting’ of the Medical Society of the 
Hospitals of Paris, that M. Despaulx Ader 
vaccinated, in October, 1855, a young lady 
who was leaving for England. No result 
was obtained, and he had a letter from his 
patient more than a twelvemonth after 
wards, saying that vaccine pustules had 
just appeared on the spot where the punc- 
tures had been made. The pustules went 
through their usual stages, and their nature 
was verified by an eminent English physi- 
cian.—Lancet, May 30, 1857. 

A Domestic Detonator —The number of 
accidents occurring in Paris from the com- 
mon employment of gazogenes, or machines 
charged with aérated waters, has been so 
great as to attract the attention of the So- 
ciety of Surgery. At late meeting, up- 
wards of twenty cases were recorded of 
explosion, with all the force ofa gun, of 
these machines, the fragments causing in 
some cases very severe wounds. The em- 
ployment of aérated waters is always grate- 
ful, and often very beneficial. They are 
gradually coming more generally into use 
in England, and would be still more com- 
monly employed but for the exorbitant 
sume charged for the machines by London, 
compared ‘to Paris, traders. We think it 
right to direct attention to the necessity of 
caution in using gazogenes, especially when 
they are just charged. 

Osrrvary Recorp.—It is with deep re- 
gret that we record the death of Dr. Mar 
SHALL Hatt, one of the most illustrious 
physiologists of our day. He expired on the 
11th of August last, at Brighton, in the 
68th year of his age. 





